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Mr. Chair,  

1. I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the African Group on 

agenda item 137: Improving the financial situation of the United Nations.  

 

2. The Group wishes to thank Ms. Catherine Pollard, Under-Secretary-General 

for Management Strategy, Policy and Compliance, for her briefing on the 

financial situation of the Organisation. The Group also expresses its 

appreciation to the Office of Contributions for the updated information on the 

assessments of Member States, and its continued support to Member States.  

 

Mr. Chair,  

3. The African Group, as expressed in previous years, is extremely concerned 

with the dire financial situation of the Organisation, in particular the 

deepening liquidity problems of the regular budget and the late settlement of 

payments to troop and police contributing countries for peacekeeping 

operations (PKOs). For mandate implementation to be effective, funding must 

be adequate. 

 

4. We also express concern that regular budget cash deficits have continued to 

increase where they are occurring earlier in a given fiscal year, running deeper 

and lingering longer while liquidity mechanisms such as the Working Capital 

Fund and the Special Account are desperately close to exhaustion.  This trend 

increases unpredictability for programme managers and undermines 

planning efforts.  

 

5. With the peacekeeping budget, though pooling has ameliorated the cash flow 

situation of PKOs, cash shortfalls continue to hamper the effectiveness of 

operations and unlike the regular budget, these operations do not have a 

liquidity mechanism that they can resort to as the Peacekeeping Reserve Fund 

is only available to support new missions and the expansion of existing 



missions. The Organization is therefore often compelled to borrow from the 

funds of closed peacekeeping missions awaiting final settlement. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

6. Since the 73rd session of the General Assembly, a slight improvement has 

been observed in the reimbursement of troops and police contributing 

countries. Nonetheless, huge amounts are owed to these countries, most of 

them being developing countries, because they feature at the bottom on the 

list of payment priorities, behind salaries of staff and individual contractors 

as well as the bills of commercial vendors.  We cannot continue putting the 

additional burden of subsidizing PKOs on these countries that are already 

facing multiple economic and financial challenges and who, by the 

Organization’s difficult circumstances, are often left with practically footing 

the bills for equipment, sustainment and in some cases paying the ultimate 

price as we pursue global peace and security. 

 

7. The African Group wishes to express its appreciation to Member States who 

have made efforts to reduce their outstanding contributions. We note that on 

the 28 April 2020, 89 Member States out of 193 had paid their assessments 

in full and on time, a similar trend from the year before.   

 

8. That notwithstanding, the outstanding contributions are quite significant and 

clearly hinder the ability of the Organization to carry out its mandate. While 

the Group sympathizes with Member States who are unable to meet their 

financial obligations due to genuine economic difficulties, we firmly believe 

that any deliberate and unilateral withholding of contributions by Member 

States that do have the capacity to pay is unacceptable. We now face a 

paradox where certain member states with special privileges are effectively 

setting the mandates while failing to fulfil their legal and financial obligations 

to fund the very mandates they establish. 

 

Mr. Chair,  

9. Turning to the impact of the current pandemic, the Group acknowledges that 

the Department of Peace Operations and the Department of Operational 

Support, including the Division of Healthcare Management and Occupational 

Safety and Health, are carefully reviewing all troop and police rotations 

scheduled over the coming six months whereas some countries have been 

asked to delay rotations by three months to maintain operational strength 

and execute their mandated tasks. 



10. We expect that as this evolving situation carries on, peacekeeping missions 

will institute mitigation measures to promote the safety, security and health 

of all UN personnel, including our uniformed men and women, while 

maintaining continuity of operations. We also wish to highlight the 

importance of properly funding medical expenses and related budgets during 

these peculiar times. Our hope is that despite the challenges in travel among 

others, the United Nations will use its leverage to ensure that developing 

countries, particularly in Africa, will continue to receive assistance through 

Peacekeeping Missions and their relevant partners and stakeholders. 

 

 

11. In conclusion Mr. Chair, permit me to convey the commitment of the 

African Group to an inclusive and constructive participation in resolving the 

perennial financial difficulties of the Organization. 

    I thank you.  


